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TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION 

EST. 1975 

Corvairsation is a monthly publication of the Tucson Corvair 
Association , which is dedicated to the preservation of the Corvair 
model of the Chevrolet Motor Division of General Motors. The Tucson 
Corvai r Association is a chartered member of the Corvair Society of 
America (CORSA\857). 

MONTHLY MEBTINGS are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month except 
December. One technical/social event i s planned for each month with the 

c~~onti~n ~f ]ulv ~~~ lu~u~t. 
MEMBERSHI P DUES: Initial dues are $ 15.00 (includes name tag),
renewable for $ 12.00 per year and payable to the TUCSON CORVAIR 
ASSOCIATION through the Membership Chairperson. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Report any change of address or phone number to 
the Membership Chairperson. Do not report such changes to the Editor . 

CORSA MEMBERSHIP DUES are $25 per year and include a subscription to 
the CORSA Communique, a monthly publication . CeRSA membership is not 
required for membership in TCA but is highly recommended. See any TCA 
officer For information. 

CLASSIFI ED ADS are fr ee to members and $2 . 50 per 4- line ad to all 
others. 

DEADLINE for all materials submitted for publication in the 
Corvairsation is the 10th for that month's issue . Mail or deliver all 
materials to the Editor. 

BUSINESS MAILING ADDRESS: 4072 E. 22nd St. 8197- Tucson, Az. 85711 
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July 1995 

Well summer is definitely here ! With temperatures well in the 
hundreds, aren't you glad you have air conditioners. Besides 
Tucson is a great place to live. Although the summer heat and sun 
can be very dangerous. But as for me I am very fortunate to have 
the comfort of a nice cool swimming pool not to say of the luxury 
of air conditioning. 

Summer is a special time we set times for vacations weddings 
atc .. My youngest son Donald got married on the 4th of July this 
year. and now my baby is a married man. Speaking as a mother it 
is very hard to give up her baby! but over all I couldn't attend 
the wedding do to having surgery and couldn't travel, well ,I am 
well a were that I need to let him grow up. As we talked on the 
phone I was well a were that he has indeed grown up and that he a 
sure me that he knew that I surely would be with him in spirit. 

Speaking of weddings this reminds me of a story in Matthew 22 
it points out some useful things for all of us to remember 
durning this time of year. It points out that a king prepared a 
great feast, a wedding feast for his son, but nobody came. This 
is one of those stories where you wonder what the untold part 
really is. Why were no one comming? Could it be that he was not a 
" popular " king "? or is it that he had a rot ten kid ? the story 
just doesn't say. Jesus used this circumstance to make a point. 

You could think all kinds of things about this parable, or you 
could really as most miss the point. Just be youself and don't 
try to the popular one or to do everything someone tell you to 
just to fit in, because if you just do what you feel is right 
that is all that matters. People will accept you better for just 
being you. 

I feel that for me, I am trying to establish not good works 
but friendships of we the people. My husband and children are my 
most special friends. But I do have one friend even more special 
and that is my Lord Jesus Christ, he gave me a gift and that gift 
is eternal life. And it's free! Free for the asking, all we 
need to do is ask and accept. 

Enought of my rambling I really want to say THANK YOU ALL for 
all your support and gifts and cards during my surgery and 
recorvery I am very greatful that God bless me with so many 
friends. THANK YOU ALL! 

I also want to wish you all a very happy and safe 4th of July.
Hope to see you all soon. 

I 



T.C.A REGULAR MEETING 
JUNE 28,1995 

PICADILLY CAFETERIA 

Cars : 6 Visitors : 4 

The regular meeting of the Tucson Corvair Assoc. was called to 
order at 7:30 P.M by our Vice President Barry Cunningham. 

The minutes of the May meeting were approved as printed in the 
Corvairsation . 

Visitors this month were Jash and Amy DeWitt , Kara O'Leary and 
children and Chris Griffith. 

Alan Elvick reported that we now have a balance of $ 1746.61 
in the tressure. 

Dave Baker has a new carb sync tool in the libary . 

Cecil and Esther Alex will celebrate their twenty th year 
together on the 29 th of June . Congratulation and we wish you 
many more years . 

The license plate raffle was won by : Don Chastain. 

The regular raffle were won by : Alan Elvick, Larry Dandridge 

Next month prizes will be furnished by: Alan Elvick, Ruth 
Griffith, Al Crispin, Jack Zrekle, Larry Dandridge, Ron Bloom , 
Joe Abate. 

Gordon Cauble notified the club that there was a 65 - 500 
four dr. for sale with extra parts including a 69 smog engine , $ 
700 . 00 aBO. 

Members will be notified if there is a July activity . 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 P .M .. 

P . S. 

We would like to wish Lynn Bloom a speedy recovery from her 

hoapitial stay and hope to see her at the next meeting. 
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Treasurer's Report 

1746 . 41 Balance June 10, 1995 .. . . . .. .. . .. $ 

Income 23 . 00 Raffle ........ . .. .. . . .... . . $ 

12.00Due s ....................... $ 

26.78Merchandise sales & cans .. . . $ 
10.50Advertisers ...... .... . ...... $ 

34.95Parts ................. . ..... $ 


Flower Donations .......... ··$ 

Name tags .............. ·····$ 

Mi s c . . ........ . ..... . ....... $ 


Total Income $ 107 . 23 

Expenses 32.00Postage .................... $ 

Jackets & embroidery ....... . $ 

Mid-Month (Ice, Soda, Etc. ).$ 59 . 00 

Flowers/card/misc ........... $ 21 . 30 

Copier printing ............. $ 36 . 75 

Name Tags ... .. ........... ... $ 

Parts ....... . ............... $ 

Bank Exp .. ........ ... ..... .. $ 14.02 

Total Expenses .............. $ 163.07 


Balance July 10, 1995 ............ $ 1690 .57 


Respectfully Submitted : 

Alan Elvick 
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An...r. For l •• t "on\.h. 


Do You R.....ber 


1. Who _as t.h. t.,...asure,.. b~ek in 

1979 7 Don Bortl. 

2. In 1990 .ho ... our Corvalr 

Pruident ? Don Robinson 

3 . Do you r ••••b.,.. who our 

Corvai.atlon Editor ••• In 1987 7 

V.. n P.r.hln" 

4. Our co..ltt•• Chalrun ... • ho In 

1978 7 Frank Kc Kenn .. 

5 . In 1979 .ho ... our Vice Pr••ld.n~ 7 

Darrel (Pat) H" :r hur.\' 

I "rea~l:r appr"cla~. all :rour thou"hts 

and IIra:r.r...nd for the b...utlful 

flo."r .rr.n".....t fro. T .C.A .. 

I.•Iso unt to th .. nk Esth.r ..nd C.cll 

All", for the hu~" .nd buuUful 

b.lloon bouQuet. Th.nk. (;u:rs ! 

Also a sll"cl.. 1 thanks ~o Ru~h .nd V"rn 

(;rlfflth for tho beautiful IIlant . 

Thank. (;UyS I 

W.II it I. nice to be IInpered 

and hav" Ron brin~ .y .".1. In bed. 

But it i. difricult Ju.t 1)'ln~ around! 

Honver \.he uin \'hln" I. \.ha\. I a. 
~e\.Unl' be\.\.er "v"r), d. 

Thanks Ever),on" ~ 

WtlfJe!l7Jr£ ; 

/)// jl/a jet/o i o"e I /l7 Ie/I /10/( 
,/9 fe;2 f!1I.<;f b < I -,-,' j;' ;' 


c t E/;c.h /h'(} .u /J; . J-Z'S i//)? ./ ?'
/ .. ~, / (. 

Cof!... (H(/ /? S /f ;/,';'"v' ./ 
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1995 Supplement & Price List - June revision 
To request by mai l:(pos tpa id) USA, Canada, 

$5.00 $10.00 
To order on a parts order: Order CAT·O S3.00 3 Lbs. 

1995 - 1998 catalogs 
{r' -tl * are READY! 

you get 3 catalogs! 
MAIN CATALOG - over 400 pages, over 10,000 parts 
SPECIALTY CATALOG - over 170 pages (NOS, OTTO & USED PARTS) 

0IIt.r 10.000 qiffuul/" P4r1s ill slQcJJ......... --I ....-"..",.1 ~:::""...: 
.........0;:: : ::!::::::~:: I ~ .... 

S,uUlI1 ( 110$ t"" .--
CIIIIt, Orr. , .,{,..,... "1/11 .-~ 

~ .. jf'l.nl __ 

.......~"". - ...."1·"'·1::::::.:-.:.. 

.......,-;:: : :::::::::::: 1 .. _· 

CLARK'S Corvair Parts, Inc. 
Box CC 

Shelburne Falls , Ma. · 01370 
413-625-9776 

1:995 SUPPLEMENT , ... 

1:995 PRICE LIST 

...11." .....", ... , 
L,, : , _.,~,- ""~ .... _ ..... ___ 

I'" •.--- I 
~~~,~.~;~:=-~ --.:.~~"'=:= 
~.- = --.-- 

Ron J. Iloom Controctor 
londed/Uc:ensed/lnlured 
Es'ablisl'led in 1981 

Phone 520-7LS· 06t\ 7 
Fox 520·745·5A5A. 
4072 E. 22nd SI .. Suite 197 
Tucson . A185711 ·SJ14 

, Worm Air Heating 
tI>• BLOOM 5 Cooling. Ventllattng 

MU.TlNO C·39RlicO()Q\735 
&CDOUMO-

Service MaIntenance 
Hom. Improvements 
C-62 lie #091069 

Commercial Cooling/Heating 
l·05 lie 11098355 

Fro. one Corvair louer to another .. , 

CORVAIRS 
by 


CREATIVE STITCHES 


2973 Oxbo. Road 
Grand Junet ion, CO 8150~ 

(303) 2~5-4722 


Melber of CORSA and Tucson Corvair A•• 'n 


~------ -- - - - -_ ...._

Dick Cannon 
Unlforas 


Korea ***** W.IlI. II 


Ribbons 

Medals 


299-4723 

~-

VERN'S 

Home Repair 

889-7516 
1·520-429-0627 

General Contractor 
Insured - Bonded • Ucense 

Painting , Remodeling #103332 
Coolers. Roofs. Mobile Repairs #106963 



THE PIIWRLLS Of" ©- RINGS SeQJl Bail"". Lone Srar Con 'cur #787 

Before beginning the task of replacing the 
pushrod drain tube O-rings, I consulted the manual . 
There is no factory procedure for doing this: The manual 
OlSSWDt:S that the engine is out of the car MIU the beads will 
be removed. I did ask the advice of several members of 
the clUb. Some helpful binlS were dropped, but generally, 
I was on my OWl!. Son of like losing one's virginity. 

I fOUDd that the task turned into a 21 hour 
struggle over Memorial Day (I was UDder the CorYair all 
during the Jndianapolis 500). A lot of that time was spent 
learning how to do things, and re-doing things, and 
inventing procedures and a tool. 

In writing this article. I assumed that you are 
replacing the O-rings with the engine in the car, 
and said engine is old an<1Jor equipped with o 	original rype scals that bave not been replaced in 

V::::::!) 	 a long time. or ever. Additionally, you are a very 
amateur mechan.ic with a not very large selection 
of lools . 

You will need: 
• 	 New valve cover goskets , 24 large O-ring scals for 


each end of 12 pushrod rubes , and 12 'mallO-ring 

scals for the rocker sruds. 


• 	 A good torque wrench, set to 30 ft-Ibs . 
Two racbelS, one with a 7/16' socket for the valve 
cover bolls, and one (pn:ferably a 1/2' drive rype) 
with a 51S" sockel. for the rocker stud nuts. TIlis wiU 
also ser:e to drive in the newly seaied pushrod lUbes. 

You will also need a 13/16" socket for the pushrod 
guide ~ruds . A spark plug socket will work~ &. .egul3: 
deep socket is better. 

You will also need a couple of heavy duty-rype 1-2" bose 

clomps, a pair of Vicegrips, and a hammcr. 


Reverse the Corvair up ramps if you can: 

Lhe lllghcr the car is off the ground. the more 

comfortable \'ou will be. Drain the oil from the 'E)\ 
crankcase: if you don't. it will come out anyway ~ 

when the tubes come out 


Remove the e~h.aust system if single: 

loosen enough to move easily if dual . Remove th~ valve 

(rocker) Covers. If in place for a long time, this may 
require some judicious pryiIlg or tapping with a hammer. 
Don't bend them! 


Start with No.1 cylinder. Undo the 

rocker nuts, remove the nut, ball. rocker, aod 

'E)\ pushrods . I soaked mine in a 560z Delicat® 

Vi:;d) plastic cat food container 3 /4 filled with kerosene. 


You may have some better arraogement for 
cleaning pans; this worked for mc. 

Remove Lbe (WO 13116" rocker studs. which also 
bold the pushrod ,guide,. Remove the guide. The twO 
small O-rings are behind the guide. around the srud. I 

used snap-nng pliers to remove Lbese. They will be 

bard, and possibly brillle. Oeao thc guide. 

Now for the fun part: removing thc © 
pwhrod tubes. This was the most time·consuming 

(read frustraLing) pan for me. Initially, I tried using Vice

grips dil<:ctly on the rube. Thi s brokc thc scal . but I found 

_EnChante~9Prva1rs-News1etter 82 

that it was impo,sible to make the grips tight enough 10 do 
anything further without bending the rube" because the\' 
contact in only two spots . \\'hat I fOWld thaI did work 
was to encircle the lube with Q bose elnmp. thell 
tigbten the c1aDlp as mucb as possible using an 
electric driU with a small socket Because the © 
clamp contaets the rube completely around il, 

them is little chance of damaging thc 

'E)\ 
~ 

tube. I put the Vice-grip on lbe bosedamp screw 
VERY tightly, and tapped with a bammer on the 
Grip in line with the rube . In every case but one, 
the rubes, wbich apparently bad been in place for 
31 y~ on my car. broke loose and ~e out 

without major banging. Ooe was very srubbom, and 1 
destroyed two hose clamps removing il. but did no 
damage at all to the rube, which is quite delicate. After 
removing the tube. l cleaned it and used a utility knife to 
remove the old seals. They were very hard indeed. 

Put the tube. sans seal. back througb thc hole in 
thc bcad wbence it =<. It', a tight fil ; DO NOT put the 
new sc.als on uotil the crankcase cnd of Lbc tube is through 
the hole. The shan end (obvious wben the lube is out) 
goes in the crankcase . Put the new VITON scals (0 
rings ) on AFrER the rube is nearly in position, otherwisc 
the new seals will be damaged. as I found out to elY 


sorrow . Using the same socket that removed the . 

rocker nuts, gcntly drivc the lube with .il hmlmer 

um.il it sealS. It will be quHc obvious whcn it 's © 

seated bODle. 


If you put the rocker sruds inlO thc guides. thcn 
put thc rocker stud seals on the studs, it will he milch 
eas ier to serew in the studs than if you put the seal in fi rst. 
Tigb'en lbe rocker sruds to 30 f'-Ibs . 

Ne~t come the pushrods. wiLb the tiny oil hole 
outboard and pointing up. Now put on the rockcr. tlle 
pivot, ~d the rocker nul. Tighten carefully. makiDg surc 
at all times than the pushrod is seated against Lbc tappCt in 
the crank ease. Tightcn thc nUl until werc arc J fcw 
threads sbowing. 

Repeal thi s process for each cylinder until 
complete. Valve lasb adjwtment is ne~t This worked for 
me: 

With the engine COLD, I put the No.1 cylinder 
on top dead center. Then. I tigbtened the rocker nut JUST 
until there was no movement. then tightcned 1/2 marc 
rum of the racbel The 1961 Shop manual givcs the order 
of valves which can be adjusted with Lbc engine in each of 
two positions. Result: perfect lash adjustmen t. Othcr 
methods may work beuer for you. 

Replace the val\'C covcrs. e~OlUst system. illld 
put in enough oil to replace what you drained OlW.ily , <lDd 
sW't the engine. You're done! 

It's a tedious, slow process (don't kid yourself 
about this ). but if your engine is a serious leaker (even 
polentially).the results.o..re wonh the effort . u
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Vairs 'n Spares 


FOR SALE: 196 5 Honza Mist Blue open, w/ white top , new blue carpet, 
PIg , 110 eng . mech . sound , no leaks , new brakes , good t i r es, new 

rear s t rut s, eng . gages , t ach . a nd much more , some spare parts . 
Cal l Ron Bloom 52 0-747-484 2 

For Sale: All new items unle ss specif i ed . 1 s et 61-63 pistons std. 
$83 . 85 (167 . 70) 1 set 61 - 63 pis t ons +40 $8 3. 85 (1 67 . 70 ), 1 set 
r i ngs 61-63 +40 $ 16 . 40 ( 32 . 80 ) 1 set 65 - 69 head gkts $ 8. 75 
(19 . 50 ) , 1 s et base Gkts 60-6 9 $ 5 . 40 (10 . 80 ) , Call Larry 
Dandridge 520- 57 ~-9680 

FOR SALE: 1966 Corsa 140 , new tires, new p l ugs , p lug wires, tune up 
$ 950 . 00 Call Don Rob i nson 520- 297-1356 

FOR SALE : ENGINES*** 3 80 hp , two YC 'S and a Z 
1 98 hp , YN ) 
1 140 hp , RT 

Complete front and rear suspension for forward control . 
Mi sc . parts. 
Ca l l Don Robinson 520- 29 7- 1356 

DO IT YO URSELF: Large I nvent ory of new parts plus s mall selection 
of used parts. Call Al Cr i s i pin 520- 722- 944 5 

FOR SALE: CORVAIR PARTS. Large outdoor yard f ull of great Corvair 
parts. Call Barry Cunningham for informat ion at 520- 747- 9028. 

*****NOTE--- Ads in VAIRS & SPARES are free to TCA members . Non
members can p l ace a four line ad for $2. 50 . Send ads direct l y to 
Corvair sation ed i tor**** ** 
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T TUCSON CORVAI R ASSOCIATION RBGULAR MONTHLY MBBTINGS T 
T FOURTH WEDNBSDAY of each month (except December) T 
T T 
T Piccadilly Cafeteria, 6767 E. Broadway, Tucson T 
T T 
T 6:00 pm: Parking Lot Bull Session T 
T 6 : 30 pm: Dinner (optional) T 
T 7:30 pm : Meeting starts T 
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CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC 
C COMI NG EVENTS PLEASE CONTACT A C 
C BOARD MBMBBR WITH C 
C ANY SUGGESTIONS!! C 
C C 
C C 
C l~ C 
C ~ C
C .~ C 
C Aug Progr essive Dinner C 
C Sept Ft. Huachuca C 
C Oct Casa De Los Ninos C 
C Nov G.W.F . B.T . C 
C Dec Christmas Party ~ ~. ' CC . ' __ c-... _ ~ _ C.~ 

C _ ... - C 
C Regular Monthly Meeting : Wednesday , J U1y 26, 1995 _ ~- C 
C TCA Bxecutive Board Me~ting: Aug 3 , 19 95 7 :30pm ~ C 
C (~lden Corral 4380 B. 22nd C 
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC~CC CCCCCCCCG __ 

;(..0 CS O", _ . _ 
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