




THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION 
was called to order at 7:40 p.m. on November 28, 1990 at the 
pickadilly Cafeteria. PRESIDENT RON ALLEN led the meeting. 

The minutes of the previous monthly meeting were accepted as 
printed in the CORVAIRSATION. 

MARTY KULUSKI announced that the balance in our treasury was 
$1,720.95. 

The President announced two important dates--Board meeting 
on DECEMBER 5th, and a TUNE-UP SESSION on 15 DECEMBER to 
be held at Ron's home, 8339 E Marlena Circle North. Plenty 
of room! He has space for 40 vehicles! 

There were three new members: BILL AND BEA STRATTON, and 
NATALIA LEDERER. 

The President announced that a letter had been received from 
a Joe Barry in California, offering his Video of Convention Cars 
(1990 convention) for $24.95 plus shipping. (1 hr, 40"). ,Motion 
was made that we purchase one for our library. Motion carried. 

Advance information had been received by our President that 
the 1991 National Convention will be held in Prince Georges 
County, Maryland at the Sheraton Hotel. 

AFTER THE BREAK, the raffle was held, with $40 in receipts. 
The prizewinners were: 

ALLEN ELVICK BILL LESLIE JOSH DE WITT 

JOHN SAMS MAC POST 


The license plate winner of the evening was JOHN SAMS. 

The following members volunteered to bring raffle prizes in 
January: 

VAN PERSHING BILL VAUGHN BILL LESLIE 
MARTY KULUSKI RON ALLEN 

Announcement was made that a number of people had signed up 
for the Christmas Party at Smuggler's Inn. Additional reguest: 
PLEASE BRING CANNED GOODS FOR THE FOOD BANK! 

ESTHER ALEX is scheduled for major surgery Dec.7th at TMC. 
She asks that your thoughts and prayers be with her. 

The meeting, with 39 people present, adjourned at 9 p.m. 

r:ALY1U~ 
¥ERNE CAUBLE, Secretary 

http:1,720.95


ESTER GETS AN OVERHAUL 

Our talented and lovely Ester Alex had been feeling a little 
less perk y than usual, s o whe n she check with the doctor it 
was disco v ered that she was in need of some pretty heavy duty 
medial attention. 

On December 7th, Ester checked into to TMC for quadruple b y 
pass open hear t surger y . All went well with the help of TCA 
blood given by Frank Mc Kenna, Don Robinso n and President Ron 
A I I en. 

On December 14th, Ester decided she'd had enough of Tucson 
Medical Center and she went home. 

On December 19th, Ester decided she'd had enough of sitting 
around the house doi n g nothing so she put Cecil in the car and 
brought him to the annual TC A Christmas part y . She looked 
great and sang Christmas carols at the top of her lungs. 

We are thankful this season that all is well at the Ale x 
household. We are indeed blessed. Ma y we alway s remember what 
this time of year means and wh y we celebrate. 

Van 

TCA CHRISTMAS PARTY 1990 

I'm sur e there w ill be more details on this y ear's Ch r istmas 
part y in next month ' s issue, but here's a brief report. 

A few of the old-timers that we are used to seeing weren~t 
present but there was a good tur n out. 

The winner of this year's Bryan Lynch Award was double past 
president Don Robinson. Cecil Ale x was given the Featherfoot 
Award for his performance at this y ear ~ 6 national CORSA 
con v ention where he blew the doors off of everything in site 
with his super high gas mileagE. 

Kenny and Michelle Kuluski led the g.oup in several Chipmonk 

ca r ols and then did the hono.s of passing out thE gifts to 

everyone. 

Merry Christmas to all 

Van 
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T here's something to be said for riding 
f In a car beCore you attempt to dr1~ It. 
-especially If your host 15 a former cham· 
pion TaClng dr1~r. One can leU after the 
first few (eet that John FItch Is a 5Uperb 
driver; there Is no wasted moUon as he 
works the PhoenJ.x's controls and takes 
Just the rtghtUnedown LIme Rock'sW1nd
log roads. That chauffeured experience 
gave us the chance to stze up the PhoenLx: 
the way Us creatOr would have It driven. 
The biggest surprise occurred when John 
traversed the Mlhank-you-ma'ams" at the 
entrance to the Ume Rock track.. Our pre
vtous exper1ence with these speed control 
bumps has been either uncontroUed chas
SiS bounce (softly sprung American cars) 
or an aJmlghtyJolt (most European sport 
Ing machinery - we ~n suspected the 
bumps were Installed to take the exhaust 
systems off AusUn-Healeysl. The Phoenlx 
w1ll take the "thank-you-ma'ams" at a 
goodly clip with no heaving and virtually 
no discomfort to the passengers. It's amaz
Ing what tuning 8 suspensJon can do. 

The (otenor of the Phoen.1x Is cocoon
Uke below the shoulders:One 15 neatly held 
In place by the superb bucket seats. In· 
terestlngly enough. the car does not have 
seat belts. though they would have been 
Included on "production" models. John 
explai ned: "'Seat belts ~~n'i reqUired at 
the time we built the car, 50 they were 
never fitted . 1 belJe\l't': in belts. though. 

Driving Impressions 


That's what saved myHfe at RtLe~when 1 
tumbled the Cunningham C-5 end· for· 
end ," The doors come to chin level so 
there's no temptaUon Lo hang one's arm 
over the loV. and there are no arm r('sts 
InSide. The driver Is gl\l't':n no excuse [or 
leaVIng one hand off the wheel. and the 
passenger Is Ilkew16< dtsclpUned. 

Once behind the wheel we find the con
trols to beJust where a racing dr1\1't':rwouJd 
want them: dlrectlonals and headlamp 
dimmer on steering-column stalks and 
ancillary sw1.tches on the center console. 
DIrectly In front of the driver an:: the en· 
glne·sLatus gauges. rather plentiful for a 
Corvalr and Including cytlnder head and 
all temperature In addlUon to the u,<:ua1 

fuel. am ps, and pressure ga uges.. 1lle tach 
and s peedoare In the center. and. 10 racing 
fashion. the former Is closer to the dr1ver, 
The seat moves forward easlly. (or John's 
legs are longer than ours. but even short· 
legged people W1U find e"lUng the cockpl t 
an IntereSting contortion, especlahy fro m 
behind the wheel. 

A {Ufn 01 the key s pins up Ihe engine, 
and the r1 ng of Ule s taner oelllr.d your ear 
reminds you where It's loca ted , It fires with 
a nl~ m ellow note. and release of the 
smooth cl utch gets the Phoenl'( under 
way. The Shift ga te Is narrow,and caused 
us to wondt= r if we really had found thin:!. 
but famillanry would s urcly Improve our 

. .' -

manners. Nol.se at speed Ie SignIficant. 
prlnclpaIlydue to the exhaUSL and rules 
out ann~r con~Datlon, though com· 
munlcatlon between drivtr and ~r 
Is .soclable enou.gh. John explalns that he 
ong ago' disabled the n:ar window retrac
tor since he DC"\'er used It. and we suspect 
that noise had something to do with It 

The car'~ road manners are Impeccable. 
Acceleration Is qUIck but not o~lWhelm
Ing. Handling Is truly ~utral. and the 
Phoenix Isprooflhatcarsdonot need to be 
ug h lly sp rung to go around comers quiCk 
ly, John apologl.z.es for the brakes: he feels 
they need work. but we Ond them exceed 
Ingly good, mOn:! than sufOclent.1n facL to 
smartly halt a 2.000-pound car. 

TIle Phoenix hasalJ sorts of nJce touches 
(or 119 occupanLS: little bins ahead of the 
doors, a \eft foot dead pedal for the driver. 
adjustable brilliance on the h igh beam and 
dIrectional teU-taie ltgh19.Onecansum up 
the Phoenix In twowords:elegantand clvi· 
Iittd. The car turned heads all day long, 
and at least three people saJd they'd like to 
buy one_· 

A5 ~ returned home (rom the driveRe· 
port seSSion. we pass.ed no less than two 
~Mak.o Shark-era~ Corvettes.. The slmtlar
try was obVIouS. but after a day With the 
Phoen.1X the Vettes Looked aJmost gro
tesqUt and out of proportion, as though 
they had tx-e:n pumped up on steroids. 

"" .. . me 
TlPRna -

'---- --- ------ - - - - -- - - -- 
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T E C H NOT E S by Bob Iii I1he /.. 

ENGINE OIL PRIMER .......Rec.ntly I read a 
tip 10 the CommuniQue on the subject of 
oil priming an engine prior to startlng 
after a rebuild. This;s h19hl y recom
mended, and the author ~uggestBd insert
ing a screwdriver in the ignltion distri

butor hole and turning it to prime the englne. 
In my opinion. a better way ;s to dfsmantle a re

tired distributor, keeping onl y the hou sing and shaft 
a~d using an electr1c drill to turn. The housing can 
be snugged down and the shaft turned smoothly as 
designed - by hand or by a drlll. This allows opera
tion pressure to build uP. as if the engine were·run
nlng; leaks can then be detected befo re start lng. 

If a screwdr iver is used, there is always the 
chance that its s harp edges might gouge or enlarge the 
shaft hole, thereby increasing the tolerance of the 
distr1butor shaft. In addition , there is the danger 
of metal flakes getting into the oil and causing 
future damage - not to mention that is also difficult 
to turn smoothly or very fast. 

000 
HAGNETS 1n the DRIVE TRAIN? V.s ... ev.r t hought how a 
magnet cou ld be of benefit to your dri ve train? This 
1s not a new idea and will do a good jab if positioned 
properly 1n area s close to oil passages. (Needless to 
say, it must be placed in such a way as not to hinder 
the oil flow.) You would be surprised at what you 
find if you reall y examine the oils when they are 
changedl 

I placed a magnet in the valve cover on the lower 
side, on the oi l pan near the p1ck up ; I also use a . 4 
micron (or les s) oil f ilter to catch the non-ferrous 
materia ls. In the automati c , place a large flat mag
net in the pan. It 1s diff1cu lt to flnd a good spot 
in the differential o r standard shifts unless 
pos itioned during an overhaul. On a '60-'63, WhlCh 
has a drain plug , the plug can be replaced with one 
containing a magnet. 

The importance of magnets was illustrated to me 
not l ong ago when I chan ged the transmiss ion oil. In 
the process I found a large do-nut, about 1" thiCk, in 
the pan. upon investigati on, it turned out to be onl y 
3/ 16" thick - the magnet had gott.n "fat " by coll.ct
ing metal flakes! Thanks to lt, those fragments were 
no longer circulating in the o i l. 

....... . ... Bob Willhelm.. ... Corvair Houston....••..... 


HAVE YOU FOUNO YOUR CORVAIA'S GLOVE BOX 
LOCK DIFFICULT TO OPEN, and, aft.r pry
ing it open and removi ng the mechanism, 

you can't see any wa y to adjust it? Tr y fil i ng off 
the end of the latch a l i ttle. Pushing i n the latch 
but ton all the wa y doesn' t move the latch arm enough 
t o c lear the depth of the notCh. By filing the end of 
the a rm you can reduce the depth of the notch. " 

Francl s Boydston, (1977 ) 
Enchanted Corva irs 

Ne ..sletter 
( repr1nted March 1990 ) 

THE L 0 0 S ESC R E W 

by J im Reviere 

SPEAKING of LOOSE SCREWS.... are e" 
}oo!;;e screws on a typical Corvai . 
predominately the mechanical varhn;y 

or .... are they something e l se? Some would suggest 
that those of us who drive Corvairs have l oose screws 
"0111 ng around our bra1n compartments. I wonder ..... . 
check out this set-up . 

Earl y this year about 90 of us , r1ding large touring 
motorcycles - mostly American-made Honda GoldW1ngs + 
a few imports; no Harleys - participated in the annual 
"Love Fest" at Lovelady, Texas. During the "show-and
tell " part of the festi vi ties I spotted a machine re
splendent with gli ste nin g paint and even more dazzling 
ch rome: A "3-Wheeler " customized "trike" which was 
Corvair powe red. [t spor ted a late 110, turning a 
PowerG li de, and had a neat pair of wheelie wheels 
tucked under the rear of the 'Va;r power plant. 

The proud owner and I talked Corva;r power for some 
time, and then he cranked h'ar up - she was LUMPY! 
From the dlmenslon s of lift and duratl on he stated for 
the cam, I'd say he was turning some ponies at about 
5000 RPM. He sm ; led wryl y when he t o ld me that if 
he patted the throttle at 50 , he needed t he whee11e 
whee ls. When that littl e flat S1). got the juice . . . it 
just had to be thrilling. 

Now if Corva l r owners have loose screws . . .. what about 
this? Here was a machine Corvair powered with the 
torque of the low end of that two-speed PowerG11de , 
and i t probabl y didn't weigh much over 1000- 1100 
pounds. Now standing on the feed fo r those ponies 
that con figurat ion .. . . t hat just has t o be a case 0 
700se screws, and we a 11 know whe re ! '"-" 

So i t final l y happened - that "'rat" fell down t he 
manifold hole ..hOe you were doing some car b work . 
Before you remove the head - try "playing doctor" 
a la 80b Kirkman - takes a little patience, but the 
a I ternat ive is a lot worse: 

.. Wi th a dental mirror and a flashlight (or a 
flashlight bulb soldered to flexible wires and a 
battery), l ook through the manifold carb hole to see 
if the object is stil l in the 1ntake manifold. If 
not, remove the 3 spark plugs on that head. Drop a 
small flashlight bulb (pre-focus t yp.) so ldered to 
Wlres and a battery through the spark plug hole t o 
il luminate the area. (Bulb goes through the hol ej 
battery stays outside, of course!) If you can't see 
the object in Questi on, turn the eng i ne by wrench to 
move the piston t oward T.O.C. t o push the object to
ward view. 

"You want to che Ck all three cylinders carefull y as 
you slowly turn, so that you see the f1rst piston to 
approach T.O.C. If that one is clear, continue t o 
t urn until the second one comes to T.D.C . If that is 
c lear, go to the last one . If a ll are cl ear, the 
Object d id not pass the yalve and you're fa ced wit ' 
lthe big job'. If the object can be seen, some s~./ 
s tuff on a wire will probably do t he job. espec iall y 
when the pl s ton is up there to keep the object ~ 
confined to a relativel y small space . " ~ 

Bob Kirkman, CorvaMtics & Det roit Area C. C. 

fun< YO" COr'laJrHouston Newsletter 



Vairs 7 n Spares 


FOR SALE: '51 LAKEWOOD, automate, recondi
tioned. $1250. Call Del Light (600)882-6794. 12/00 

FOR SALE: '64 MONZA. 2-door, . automatic, not 
running but complete. $350. Call Dal Light (60:2) B83
6794.12/90 

FOR SALE: '65 MONZA, 2-door, 4-speed, rough 
bLlt .trong engine. Running. Call Del Ligh~ 

(602)883-6794. 1 2/00 

FOR SALE: '51 MONZA 900, 4-door/automatlc 
All original and near pertect inside and out Original 
air conditloning upgraded wrth modem low-load 
compressor. No rust ever. Drive it anywhere. The 
best example of thiS modal to be found. Asking 
$:3,600. Call Don Davis (60:2)296-S811 . l' 100 

FOR SALE: 1965 CORVAIR was just reconfigured 
le.s than 200 miles ago from a Corsa 1eo hp Turbo 
(sad story of what happen to my pride and JOY 
Varoooom - a story too long to relate) to 11 CI1p. 
Has TB-30 Otto cam with fail·sale gear, .060 over 
TRW forged pistons, viton .eal., Mallory dual-point 
distribLltor, Mallory CID ignition, Stewart-Warner oil 
pressure gage. Stromberg 2-barrel. '66 Saginaw 
4-speed, positracton - 3.65. telescopic steering 
wheel. Also new white headliner - re.t of interior is 
black, new white paint job -famous diamond gl ... s. 
new tum signal .wrtch. Asking price inoludes two , 4 
in rear mag wheels - on has the skin, all parts 
removed - , 40 heads by Bill Coyle, water injecbon. 
rebui~ turbo - so buyer can return engine to 18C11p 
turbo configuration. Need. overllize valve guides. 
Meets Old Cars Price Guide grade 3 requirements. 
Get all of this for only $2565. Call F red Zimmerman 
any time at 887-6805. 1 0/00 

FOR SALE: SPYDER COUPE, '64, whrte wi whrte 
seats and red interior trim. Rust free body and new 
tires. A one owner car that can be driven anywhere. 
$ 3,500 OBO. Call Gordon Cauble (600)299-1' 22. 
9/00 

FOR SALE: '64 MONZA COUPE, '1 O/automabc, 
new interior wi headrests on front buckets, new 
dark red exterior. A very sharp ear; drive anywhere. 
Asking $3, 500 080. Contact Gordon CAuble 
(600)299-1'22. 9/90 

FOR SALE: '60 700, 4-DOOR, straight bOdy, all 
original parts, some parts rechromed, needs interior 
and paint $650 OBO. Don Schmitt 745-5581 . 6/00 

FOR SALE: '65 CORVAIR COUPE, "0 engine, 
2nd owner, 5CK orginal miles, needs small amount of 
body work. Engine needs minor rebuilding. Interior 
needs replaced. New brakes. Asking best offer. Must 
sell. TK Estes, wk:796-624.2, hm:886-1339. 3/00 

FOR SALE: Complete , 4CHP engine, $400. '64 
9&-iP engine, $300. Call Gordon Cauble (600)299
"22 2/90 

FOR SALE: '61 LAKEWOOD, 110/automatic. 
Make offer. Van Pershing. 743-9165. '0/90 

AUTO BODY REPAIR and Aestoratpn. Traveling 
estimates. I could be less than you think, but then 
again, it could be more. Corvairs are my first love. 
Tad Chnsbanson. 887-9449. 1/90 

PARTJNG: '66 Corvair, 2d, no motor. SELLING '63 
van motor, 471< miles. Mise Corvair parts. Call Ted 
Christianson 887-$449 1/90 

FOR SALE: New Items Rebui~ flywheel for early or 
late, bo~ed and balanced, $85; Good FC axles with 
packed bearings, $SO ea Call Gordon Cauble at 
299-1122. 

FOR SALE: NEW and GOOD USED PARTS '65 
Corsa wiring harnesses ~ main & engine compart
ment; new gas door guard, $20; used early 
windshield wi weather strip, $60; re-coned Corvair 
speakers, early $15, late $19; Other new and good 
used parts. Call Gordon Cauble 299-1122. 6/89 

FOR THE DO-lT·YOURELFERS: Mag ignrllon 
wires & long rotors, plus all regular ignition items. 
Wrapped fan be~, alr & oil fi~ers plus vrton o-rings 
and oil cooler seals. Call Gordon Cauble 299-1122. 

FOR SALE: '65 MONZA CONVERTBLE, "0/ 
automatic, light blue wi blue interior & white top, 
engine completely rebuilt & body ready to paint 
New top installed. Good tires. Car is driveable. 
Asking $2500. Call Gordon Cauble 299-1122. 6189 



IS PAINT STRIPPING A CHORE YOU DREAD? 


CAPT LEE'S AUTO SPRA-STRIP IS THE PAINT 

STRIP PROBLEM SOLVER 


SPRA-STRIP IS SAFE FOR METAL, FACTORY 

FIBERGLASS, RUBBER, GLASS, AND WOOD. 


EASILY REMOVES ANY KIND OF PAINT. 


• 	 NON·AEROSOl STAAY lIOUID: No mess - Easy 10 apply . 
Goes twioe as fat as pastes. 

• 	 WORKS FASTER AND 8ETIER Removes up to 8 coats or 
more with one application . Lacquers dissclva in seconds· 
Enamels bubble up in minutes · can remove plastic l iners and 
GM primer. If d\si(ed • Completely safe lor Corvettes - Easily 
stripe &earns, tlard·lo-reach spOUl , and amafl parts - Water 
completely neutralizes stripper · just scut! or etch to pain! 

RESTORlNG CARS IS OUR PASSION. IN 2' YEARS OF BUILDI NG 
WE HAVE NEVER SEEN A PRODUCT LIKE AUTO SPRA·. 

u('SO' NlliAT'S WIlY WE DECIDED TO D1STRIOlJTE IT IN THE 
, , AREA. CALL US FOR A DEMONSTRATION. 

Ted ChIislianson Mary Ann Chapman 887-9449 

Tucson's 
Corvair SpecialislsBest 

Automotive Domestic & Foreign 

Repair 

1441 S. Al vernon Way'" Tucson, Arizona 8571 1 

(602) 750-1515 


Michael Ail ey-Owner Larry Dandridge-Manager 


The r-av.l of the HAIN JET fran the 
TECH Carvel r CARBURETOR has proven t o be a 

\, ~ troublesome, if not imposs ible, task fo r 
many owners. Bob Jekel (or Bob Henri Ch?) 

of .CollJ111bf~ Basin Corvajr s has dlsco d . 
makes the job eas y, ' vere a way Wh lCh 

~6t~ r d; s~~ semb11n9 t he carburetor , spray. a l ittl e wo
r 5 m ar produGt on the jet. Place the ca rb on 

solid surface and, using a punch appraxfmatel y the 8 
same SIze .s the top of the jet (or 11/32 Inches)
gi ve 	 it a couple of Sharp raps with a h J 

straight shank screwdriver o f the prope~~~'S1~:1 n~ 8 
or freshly ground, turn out the Jet. It almost a i ewway s ctomes fre8, but may need to be backed out-snd-tn a

lme or two to free the threads. 

Wrecking oul 

Corvairs! 

Ben & Son Auto & Truck Salvage 
(formet1y Jerry Bi,oop',) 

4260 E. Illinois 

Tucson, Arizona 85714 

748-1444 

BRA~E BLEEDING HACE EASy . ••.. .•..•...•.•. 
TECH . 

Here's 8 t t p which ma y be o f USB to ~ 
novtce, and not-50-novice, mechanics. For 
yea rs ~hen I ~as bleeding brakes, I put my ~1fe or one 
of the k1ds 1n the cockpit and had them press or re
lea"se the pedal on coovnand, ~h i le I ~as under the car 
open ing and closing the bleeder valve. Now I do it 
the easy way. I use an 18" piece of clear vinyl tub
ing of the proper d iameter to press on to the end of 
the bleeder valve, sc rew a nut on the other end to 
give it some weight, and s~ ick it into a jar. Fl11 
the master cylinder and put some fre sh flu1d 1n the 
bottom of the Jar. Open the bleeder about 3/4 of a 
turn, get in the car, and lean out so you can see the 
tubing. Pump the brake pedal and watch the bubbles in 
the tubing. Be caraful not to dr.in the ...ter cylin
der ! You can even lean out far enough to look under 
the car and see the right rear wheel - remember, th is 
doesn't ta ke much pressure and you can even press the 
brake peda l with you r hand , if tha t i s eas1er. Use 
fres h f l uid i n the ja r and d1scard the o ld , so that 
you don't risk getti ng contami nated brake flu id back 
lnto your system. Remembe r , brake f1uitJ absorbs m,ns
ture from the a ir , and tha t can ultImately rus t the 
system. Best bet is to switch t o Silicone-based brake 
fluid. 

Hr. Techwrench (Smitty Sm;· ~), 
Tidewater Corvair Clut 

"-






