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BEST COMPACT SEDAN > CHEVROLET CORVAIR

hat the Cheviolet Corvair won the all-impor-

tant compact sedan category of Reader's Choice
says something about the readership of this maga-
zine. In the mid-'50s our most enthusiastic readers
had to drive cars like the MG-TD if they wanted
something small, fast and sporting. Nothing the
American car manufacturers had to offer in those
days even came close.

Now the picture has ehanged. American cars
caver a much wider range, and ownership of high-
performance machinery is no longer restricted to
the wind-in-the-face buffs. Cars like the MG, Aus-
un sedans, the Volkswagen or the Jaguar XK-120
pioneered a whole fleet of domestically produced
cars of similiar and occasionally superior specifica-
tion. Significantly, it has been General Motors who
has most often picked up the ball for the American
automotive industry—first with the Corvette and
later with the Corvair.

‘The enthusiast has grown up along with his cars
(or perhaps it's the other way around). For a fam-
ily man with a vital interest in automobiles, the
Corvair makes good sense. It has often been likened
to the Porsche yet is far more capacious than
Porsche's ancestor, the Volkswagen. Both two- and
four-door models are avallable and either can ac-
commodate four people in relative comfort, The
trunk area isn’t as ridiculously large as front-
engined American cars, but it is adequate for every-
thing including taking the whole family on a cross-
country vacation. It can attain and hold—easily—
any cruising speed legal in the U,S, Gas mileage is
good and service is as near as any Chevrolet deal-
er. In short, the Corvair is as practical as any Amer-
ican car, but enjoys the advantage of being com-
pact and very easy to drive on the highway or in
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town. Which doesn't leave much to be desired.

Volvo's PV-544 placed second in this category,
providing both healthy competition and an inter-
esting comparison. It too is an inexpensive, com-
pletely practical sports-type sedan. But where the
Volvo is straight-forward and utterly conventional,
the Corvair is mechanically radical, at least for an
American manufacturer's product. The high degree
of technical innovation (rear-mounted, air-cooled
engine; all-independent suspension) must be more
appealing to the general public; the Corvair's mod-
ern, progressive styling certainly is.

It's heartening to see all this cross-breeding at
work: the acceptance by Car and Driver’s readers
of Delroit's more enlightened efforts and Detroit's
success in providing the enthusiast-driver with a
car as sporting and practical as the Coryair,

ENGINE Typa
Bore x stroke
Disptacamant.

ey - #ircooled flat-six
344 x 2.94 in. 87 x 78 mm
164 cu in, 2688 cc

"Powsr (SAE). .. 1i0 bhp @ 4400 rpm

Tarque 180 Ibs-ft @ 2600 rpm
TRANSMISSION Il s . .4 apesd all-aynchro
BOOY AND CHASSIS. .. - . Unit-construction sll-stesl body
SUSPENSION, .........,......F: Ind, unequal-length wishbonss
and coil springs, anti.oll bar.

R: Ind., swing axles, trailing arms,

coil springs and transvarsa leaf spring.

BRAKES - §-in drums F & R, 198 sq in swapt srea
WHEELBASE AND TRACK, .. .. ..... 108, F 544, R 54.1 In
DIMENSIONS viee.be1B0, W67, H-51.5 In

WEIGHT AND DISTRIBUTION e vaean..2550 Ibe, 38/62%
: : ; ....650x13
PERFORMANCE 0-60 MPH FAAls (=l 14 6 saconds
SPEED IN GEARS .._..31/51/75/9% mph
FUEL ECONOMY .. 1825 mpg

BASE PRICE ... ... L ET ATy .$2270
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CORVAIRSATION is a lnnth!r publication of the TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION, which 1z dedicated to the

preservation of the Corvair sode
seaber of the CORVAIR SOCIETY OF AMERICA (CORSA).

of the Chevrolet Motor Division. The Tucson Corvair Association is a chartered

MONTHLY MEETING are held on the 4th Wednesday of each month except Decesher, One technical/social

event 15 planned for each month except July and August.

MEMBERSHIP DUES are $10 per year and are payable to the TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION through the Nesbership

Chairman.

CORSA MEMBERSHIF DUES are $2? ger year and include a subscription to the CORSA Comsunigue, & sonthly

publication. See a TCA Dfficer for a sesbership application.

CLASSIFIED ADS are FREE to all TCA seabers and are #1.00 per line to others,

subaitted for publication is the 10th of the month for that month’s issue. Mail or deliver all saterials to the

Corvaisation Editor.

BUSSINESS MAILING ADDRESS: P.0. Box 50401, Tucson, Arizona 85703
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BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE

Allen Elvick

4201 S Preston

Tucson AZ BS746
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NON-MEMBERS &

We would like to invite you to join
the Tucson Corvair Asseciation, We
will send you thrn_tnnt_lilentary
isspes of the Corvairsation and
welcose you to attend all of our
activities. This is a great chance
to get to know us. No matter what
our Corvair interests are, tlw' 11
ind a lot of good folks with similar
interests in the Tucson Corvair
hssociation. If you decide to join
us, the dues are only $10 per year.

The deadline for materials
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CUNNINGHAM'S 622‘0478
CORVAI R AUTOMOT'VE 2635 N. Stone Ave. 76, Tucson

(behind Bimsco Hardware)

Barry Cunningham — Larry Dandridge

Corvair Specialists

foreign & domestic cars too

¥ 8am -5pm Mon - Fri
no appointment necessary

Saturdays by appointment
Py New & Used Parts Tune -Ups

Engine Resealing Towing
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FUN STUFF SALES

SPECIALIZING IN TRUCKS, SPORTS CARS
RV'S & MOTORCYCLES

(602) 293-6668 RICHARD & PEGGY
631 E. PRINCE AUFMUTH
. TUCSON, AZ 85705 PROPRIETORS
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TUCSON CORVAIR _ASSOCIATION REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING I

FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month.
Piccadilly Cafeteria, &767 E. Broadway, Tucson

6230 pm: Parking Lot Bull Session
7:00 pm: Dinner (Optional)
7:40 pm: Meeting Starts

COMING EVEMNTSS

Dec 18: Annual TCA Christmas Party. Mark the date now for the usual !
great tise!l!

JANUARY MID-MONTH ACTIVITY: A RALLY - Stay tuned for details!
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