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TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION 


CORVAIRSATION " i ..nthly publication of the tUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATlON, .h"h " dedl" led to Ih. 
res.rv. tl.n of the Cor,air I. d. l of the Chevrolet "otor Div 1510n. The Tucson Corvalr AssocI .tlon I' , chartered 

I.ob.r of the CORVAIR SOCIETV Of A"ERICA lCORSAI . 

MONTHLY MEETING ar e h.1 d on Ihe 4th WEdn'5d,y .f each ••nlh elcept Dete"ber. One tech.",l /,ocI . 1 
.,ent i. p1. nnld for eacn lonth •• ~.pt July . nd Augusl. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES .ff 110 por vo.. and 'ff p.y.bl. t. the ruCSON CORVAIR ~S50CIATION Ihrough Ihe ", Ib."hlp 
Chil Tun. 

CORSA MEMBERSHIP DUES . ff 12, per ym , nd Indude a sub""pli •• t. tho ctlRSA C.I",nique . a ••nlhly 
publlc.t lon . See . TCA Officer r.r « 1.lbershlp .pp lle.tlon. 

CLASSIFIED ADS are FREE to ,II leA lube" and are 11. 00 per lino t. olhers . Ih. dual,"o fo r uterlah 
subl ltl.d for publ lcatl.n II the 10th of tho lonth fDr Ihat IDnlh', ISSU•. "611 or del Iver ,II 1,I. rl l ls 10 Ih. 
COrVII!l t lon Edllor. 

BUSSINESS MAILING ADDAESSI , . 0. BOlt 5040 1. Tucso n . AI l~on d 8 5 703 

MEMBERSHI P CHAC RMAN 
WHEELS &c SPOKES Ca ro l .. San f ord 

17 10 S . Ce ylo n Pl a ce 
Tuc s o n AZ 857~B 

( 602) 885-92 1~ 

PRES IDENT 
Ma r k McK e n na LIBRARIAN 
3726 S. Pa n ta no Road Dave Ba k e r 
Tucson A7. 8 5730 7041 Ar rowhedd Dri ve 
( 6 02) 7 45-9209 Tuc son AZ 857 15 

( 6 02) 2 96- 1392 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
L a r ry Dandr 1 dg e- BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE 
2635 N. S to n e # 2 P at Ble ndpr 
Tuc~on A2 8 5705 1025 E. Wind ..or 
l(02 ) 792-9 724 Tucson AZ 8 5 719 

(60 2) 888- 7 7 8 ::> 

TREASURER 
Alan Alwood CORVAIRSATION ED ITOR 
4287 N. L, mbe , lost Pldce V .. n Per s hl ng 
rucso n AZ 8 5705 48~ 2 W. Pa~eo d e l as Coll n as 
( 6 0 2 ) 888 -4433 T ucso n AZ 857 45 

( 602 ) ... 3 - 9 I 8 5 

RECORDING SECRETARY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Sh e rri Robert s Cu rren t TCA Oftl cer, 
b~" l N. Blue Skv Te rr ac e Van P~rsh ! ng , SOb Ga y , 
l u ~ so n AZ 8~741 C...role S ... n ford. a nd the 
' 6 (2) 297- 62 19 COr v ... , r ..... t, o n Ed i tol . 
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CORVAIRS 17 PRESENT 49 

The Regular tteeting of the TCA "as called to order by President Mark ~1cKenna 

at 7:41 P.M. at Picadillys Caf e teria at 6767 E. Broadway, Tucson, Arizona on 
Wednesday, January 22, 1986. .' 

New Members and Visiters were introduced and "elcomed. 

The minutes of the November meeting were approved as published in the December 
Corvairsation. 

An applause was given to Frank McKenna for putting on such a nice Christmas 

Pa rty held at Rolling Hills. 


Ed Sanford announced that we need more volunteers for the flini Convention. 

The first meeting will be held on Jan. 25th at Jesse Owens Park at 1 P.M.. 

Please come out and /o r call Ed if you are interested in helping out. 


Ed Sanford also told everyone about his debut on Channel 13 in December. 

They had contacted him since they heard that he owned a Corvair. There was 

a plug for our club and they talked a little about the Corvair and Ralph Nadar. 

Then they showed Ed driving off into the Tucson Sunset. It "as short but 

a nice little plug showing off the Corvair. Nice job Ed. 


\1e have a new libraria n - Dave Baker - remember the library has a good 

selection of materia l on the Corvairs. 


nark announced that there will no longer be any Park NaIl Sho"s. The ne" 

manager, Bob Cordell told him that he does not Hant to have any more car shaHS 

at the mall. If you would like to call HR. CORDELL, to co,uplain or dsk WHY???? 
the number to call is 747-7575. We did however get one car into the Horld 
of Ilheds. It seems that the World of Wheels is becoming more POLITICAL nOH 
slId it may not be as much fun as in previous years. 

lJreak 

Af ter break it was announced thnt the door prizes were go ing to be held a lit tIe 
different this next year. Before the numbers are drawn everyone "ill be shoHn 
the prizes. Then they will be put into the bags so that there is still some 
element of s urprise. Lic. #KVE65 Has drawn and the winner was Gordan Cauble 
for driving his Corvair to the Feb. '85 meeting. Winners for the drawings "ere: 
Bob Eggers, Barbara Eggers, Nadine Rentchler (twice), Frank McKenna, Alan 
Attwood, Cathy McKenna and Del Light. Prizes were donated by the Boys a t 
Ba rney 's and TCA. 

Cecil Allain discussed his trailer park, Commanche Ileli s on W. Roger. This is 
a Co-op and if you are interested in talking to him, please contact him. 

Ed Sanford announced that his Exchange Club in holding a golf tourney at 
S~yline sometime in the middle of April. Cost "auld be $75. which is tax de
ductable. If you are inlere~ced please call him. 

Buy and Sell items were discussed. 

Board of Virectors meeting "ill be J an. 29th at Bob's Big Boy, Speedway and 

Swan at 7:30 P.II .. Remember, anyone may attend. 


l~etinA adjourned at 8 :45 P.M .. 
. / 

) :/" 



The February Club Meeting is where the annual election take place 
for the officers who will take th~ reins in March for the coming ~-
year. This year the Nomination Committee has selected the 
following people to run: 

Don Robinson President 

Ernie Allo y Vice President 

Alan Atwood Treasurer 

BevE,-1 y Baker SeCl-etary 

Allen El vi ck Board MEmb~r at Large 


Support TCA by being there to v ote I ~ 

- ._-- 

CAN REPORT 

In 1985 ~e received $173.96 income from aluminum (mostl~ cans) 
that 'Iou. the club members. collected. Scrap aluminum prices 
dipped to a lo~ of about 18 cents at mid-year after starting 
the ~ear at 28 cents/pound. In most cases. coupons worth an 
extra 5 cents/pound were used cashing in the cans. 

A total of $361. 55 ~orth of cans was collected in 1984 ~hich 
was a great can year. In 1983• the tota I . wag $138Income .80. 

In ~anuary.1986. the we received 29 cents/pound for the cans 
we turned. In. Keep those cans coming in while we are getting 
h1gher prlces from the re-cyclers. Let·s have an~ther great 
can year! 

THE CAN MAN 

WORTH PASSING IT ON 

Writing in the last"st "356 REGISTRY". Vic Skirmants cautioned 
people who arc weld and wear contact lenses. He sites two cases 
~here workers removed their contact lenses after welding and the 
cornea of their eye was removed along with the lens . That's 
PERMANENT BLINDNESS! ! 

He goe~ on to say that the electric arc generates microwaves 
that instantl~ dry the fluid between the e'le and the lens. The 
inJury is painless and there's no indication what has happened 
until the contact lens is removed fromthe e'le. 

Tell your friends. Pass it on . 

Don Robinson 
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JUST ANOTHER CORVAIR? 

NOWAY! 


A Florida high school shop teacher pmuices what he 
!Jreaches with an Olds Toronado-poH'C'rC'c/ COI"vair 

Tc).1 & photos by Gary Lanlrip _ Why 
w(lulJ allV(ln~ w,lnl In huilJ a car like 
Ihis'? Wh en friend:>. [old Richaro Slayton 
[h,1l il wtlLJldn'\ he flossihll' 10 hullJ [ill' 

bllJ of car h~ wallled, 11..: con~iderl'd 

thaI ,d ~) nl' w" .... ~llll ugh [C,I .... lln Itl ,11
h:mpl II. Th~ result 1-'> lh..: CM f":,I\Uft'J 
h \.'(\.' , 

1),,-:1(. who ,.... a re ll red Ai r Forc(' ser
geil nt anti ' In <luto "ho p in "I[UL"IOr :II 

Hilbtwro ugh HIgh Schoo\' T ;lm ra . 
F lt l rida . w~lnl (' J a \.',H Ihal \'.'omhil1cJ 
good I\'lilks anti J \:':-. ign. o Uls la ndln !! al,.' 
~ek rali\'111 ;1111..1 h;IIH.lling.. anti !) 1I1.: h :Te~l
[ur\.' (t lmlllriS ;1:. ,ur l'onJili,)nin g .IIlJ 

AM / FM .... h: rl·U ,wu lapt' pl<lyl'r. 
lh.:k t'mkJ up W ith CI 196.~ C\HV:ur 

with II sharr pai nl jl,)h. nlil ,g .... wi lh rill 

Ilfl'S ilnd the l'tlm ron:-. ht' wa nh:u. W ha l 
Did, didn ' t t'nd llr wilh wa..; IhL' ('ll r
va ir I." l1 ginl." ,lIld drivL'lrain. InSlt'ad. nl."s, 
Ikd :-.t'( urt'ly ht'IWI:'L'1l Ihl." ('tl rvair ~ ub

rrallJe <ind in IhL' ~ril(L' formerl y occu
pll."U hy Ihe rt'ar ~L'at i~ a btc-m odcl Y8 
engine. 

Now COfvair V)) conversi o n" havc 
he!..: n d~lIle 10 the puint that Ihl:')' are 
almo:-.I cOll1monrlilCC. The usual conVCf· 
Sltlil Involv..::- a ~1ll;tll-blnd;. (,hevy J nd J 
C'WWIl or Kt'lm;tfk <[dapkr kit to mall:' 
II I~l [Ill' CtlfVaif Ir:lll",axil.". Dit"k dl:'l'id l:' d 
tlll llllUlhcf appr~l.lt"h . une th at l"a lkd 

,for ortgi nal thinking and c'llginl?t' rillg . 
Hc pought a worn -out 19(,6 Oldsnll)hi le 
T tlf(l n:ld, ) a nd pull L'd [he en~. inl.' ,Inu 
rnlllt- wIH..'t'I-Jri vt' L'yulpml..' nl rr;llll II. 

Ht' p..-rrll fm cd a v.ll ve Job: Illil ku Ih l' 
ht',IJ ,,: ins talkd TR W val l,o'-' sprln g.-". :1 
..... p;lcllive dl ..ch,lrg.'-' i~ llIll tl ll :-~ -,, 11..' 1\1 anu 
.1 h50-t'flll l-I o lIl:Y I..·a rbure lor. Did, <11...0 

h .llj hl..'l!rh~ r dU·t l..'lll..·:-' a nJ a nwJ i ri.:J 
,";l I\'\: hoJ y in :-. l.dkJ III IhI..' fUfho· 
Hydr;lInalit' for improved :- hifl (ha r.lt·, 
lerl .. lIC" 

Ti.l keer Ihe h.l:,,11." 10 ;1 minimuill 
and III ell-"urc Ihl:' llleeh;lI11c,tI JlHc grll .\ 
or thc -"v/:lp. Dick :llLl[lll..'J ~t.I I)JMJ 
Corv.lli" Jnd (, hev rolo.:t PM'"' tl) Jll.lhe 
Jllh. !"h .... TIlfllll.JOll ;I.\li.::-. We-ft..: Cll( III lll~ 

prllpl."r h:nglh <1110 mat'hinco III lit Cor· 
v('u~ ,Nk .... ~. The axle ." were aLlacheJ l(l 
the- C~lrv;llr hllh .. wilh ('0 fVt:LLt;.' Unlwr· 
sal IOlllb. [lick rahflC:lI .... O Ihl..· rrl)llt anti 
re,\[ 1l111\llr llloUllls fr tl m 2'i.)·indl rel" ' 
[angular stet'l whine ;1110 ho ll \;.'u 111I.:m 
In tilt' (\lrV.llr slIbfr am('. 

I hI: fL',1I C~)IlIi"o l .11"[1)$ Wl..'fe rahfll",lll."d 
rmm Cur-·air cnnlnll aflll:-. .Inu ~ , ro: .ll 
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I<lt'hco to thC" I'ront Ilhll lJr mllllni. Tht' 
arms Wef t' JesigJll'd w(tll two pivot 
poinl~ apit:t· ..... whil.."h .1I hl\.... ~ I)lt' l\ III .10
jU~1 Ihl: l"dnlhef .l II U II)e-in II) alll..'r Ihl..' 
hanoling t' hara(ll..·ris l11..':-'. 

anI: ll r til l' ..;ure ·fire 1.! ivl:.lw:I,":-' ~)r .I 

YX (\IIYillr, th t' ... !tn.. 111 ~hl: rront pand 
ror tho.' faolatl lr. <lrC" Ill)t prt::-eJlt on 
Dit'k's t';lf. 111'>11?1IU or 1l1\lUlltill!! the LI
ui;t!(H In IhI..' tfllilk .. nu I~l:-'I:dlillg 
plumhin= tu gt'l lhl..' \\:tlt'r hat'k III Iht: 
l..·n!!.i nt·. ht' IllllUlllt'J II ulfet· th" in front 
Ilf'the- I..· ngi ne. Tn g':l .. ir tll Ih~ r'IU1(lIOf. 

11hl..' in ..[,tlkd .. . ... f"I IO!·\\, lUI." ticll .... Cllll ~11l 
Ih e btl lhllll {II' tht' t',lr l\l fll f l.." .... .llr 

Ihf0U!!h Ih t' raJ I;lI t1 f ,lIld {lilt th t' \t'nt\ 

hchin: 1 Ihl..' fcar \\·mJ lh\ . 


Wllh tht' 42:'\-t'uhl(' lIldl OIJ .. l' n:..:i ul' 
;1IIt! dri \ t' lr.lin 10 pl ;tct". Ih \..' Gt f "'t·i:;11 .. 
", h g hll~' ll\"e-f 3000 Pl IU IH,h. \\i lh ;1 4)-) ., 
I"n lll l·!t)·h.I( k \\"('i~ hl hl ;I" Ttl t"llillpt'n
S<.llc fo r IhI..' in l..·re.I"l:d \\ l'ig hl ,tnJ 10 

makl..' thl..' I.:af\ h;lnJI1I1 !! Ill .lldl il " ;11..'1..'1..'1
erillion . Iht' sllll..' k -" prin g..; \\t' fl..' JiSl"afJed 
anJ h~iJvler Llnib \\ I.: fe in:-t<.tlkJ III lhl'lf 
place. Tht' fl:'a r .. pring.. wC" r~ fep bl.:l..'d 

with uni" from a 1968 ("lit'v) scJan 


. and (h e (mnt sprillg~ a re rrom a R.lIlI
bkr Am~r i cll1. To maint.l1n the ot':-ireti 
vehide hl..' ighl. tht' i"fllnt .. rring.,> wl..'rl..' 
t'u t 1\\'0 indlt' ... <Inu thl..' r(';lr:- were Clit 
threl..'. whi t' lI rllrth~r ;Iddt:d tll Ihl." "\lll 
nes-" 111' til l..' :-ll:-rl..·n .. illll. 

hH wht·cb. Did. u'>('d 6;.;14 -"11:'1."1 
Ke~l~h)ne" with .Ill ,tlltn L11..·C HI..' UI{ 

inlll !ht' wht't'h lin .1 I.lthl.' .Ind wt:ltkd 
in .. I''''' ll-inch "I.'CI IIlIl to proVIUC Ilt' g.l
live l)fr"t:l 11.)r klldt:f\\ 1..'11 l..·karan .... I..·. (jOO 
tire .. ( I" th e rC,1I ,Inu i-.(I():-. Oil Ihl: j"fll ll! 
pro\ IJe pk nl :-' llr tr,Il.·II~)[l. 

rhe 1'1l 2 11h:' I" ~ ndll."L'd III a heil\ 11\ 

tn -" ul a t (' J ~-" ht· t· lmt· t.d ho .\. makln~ Ihe 
intl..' fi (I f ll j" Ihe t:;t f .1'> t'OlI I a nJ .1" '-qu il..·t 
,1:- a CII Il '·l..' ut HltI ,1I I"r(l tlt'l..'llgllll.'d 1..·.lf 
T ht' I.'n~ inl..· htltl-" llI g 1:- l..·a l"pl: ll..·J hi 

m;lIdl Ih l' rl:SI (If Ihe itllt·fior. Ihl..· 1....lr· 
p~llIl g hl..'mg auadleJ wilh \' 1.."1 1..' 1"0 1'<1:-.

I~ nin g. lapl:' It) ,,11t)\\ t'a sy fl..'IlW\ :11 11.'f 
'U.:CI..' ...... h) Ihe t' ng llll..' t"llInp,lrtmenl. 

To inl'n:.lsl:' '1..'<llIn~ I~l r an t)l"I..';I :-.u.m.d 
Ihiru pa:-.senger. Ih l' ~ hut'kl..'l ~t' ab wcrl: 
ui .. t·.lflku :Ind rt·pl.'I..·l.'d \\ Ilh Ih l..' rl..' · 
uphoblt:fI.'U ht'nch :-C;II l"nlill Ihc I t)rl)
nau o. A duSll..'r l) j" SIt:wart-Vl ,lrnl..'r 
gauge-" \\:1." addl..'d I~I .. lIpr1cIll l:1l1 tht' 
C(l r-· .. ir ('or .." Ill"lrllllJ<..'ntdlion. 

DIck prl..'parco thl: h\ld: ,llltl P;[llltC"J 
il With Amcr-r~-[Inl I:PI)X: paillt . T\\l) 

PUll :-. o f" Ill":Ul ;!\! \\"e-re- mi .IC. eU 'I,o ilh a ~,I I 

Io n (Ii' hrlul"ll..· It I I()rlll it ,,(riking shi.lJ l' 
oj" c.I)ltI . 

The I..·;H i~ re ma rkahl y Jel.·t' pli ve. Th~ 
exh.tlbl IS f(lUtl..·,j thfl )U!1 h .. tnt·k exhaust 
IT] :l niflllti :- .lIltl ('{)fv,lif SpyJe-r murner~ . 
The::. e mufnl..·r.;. wilh 2 1;~ ·int·h inlel::' ,Inu 
llUlklS. prlwiul..' ,I high J\.'grct: or ~ i kIK

ing a nd an ah:-.\.)Iute iHlllimum or .bat' k 
pre"-,,u!"e. Al Idle . Ill.: t'ar h ~l" il J~'I..'pt'r 
..tlUI1U ,lnJ 1:-. "(.ltllewll.ll yuiell?r Iha ll iI 

:-kKk Cl)["vaif. 
N~) pt'rl'llrmall(l..' ligun..':- Wt'f .... ;Ivail

.. hit- rllr thl..' t·; II" . hUI il h.... hel:n kl1()wl1 
10 pull lh .... 1'1\1111 .... 111..'1..' 1.. (IIY lhl..' grou nd 
lInol..'r h;IIJ :!\.·t·..: l.:'ratioll. Did.: I.'s lilllilll.':
Ih..: L';lr \\lJttlJ tu rn Ih l:' yuan.... r In Ihl:' 
hlg.h-I3-" l) 1 Il'w·14~ .lllti Ihat il ha~ <I 

Illp :-'Pl..·\.·u III ~x\.'t:~:-. ll f 14() mph. 
~el'au"t' Ihl' lir"! Cn rv~I IJ .. t'onvl..·rsinn 

\\.1-; so :-. .. ti ..;f~· ing . Did i .. l.."urrl..'lltl~ 

\\·oddng on .I!lolil .... r 1..·;lf. abl) ;1 Cn rvuir. 
Ih ;11 j, 10 hI..' f>41WI..·rl..·u hy ;1 45:'i-t'.1.J 
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r R.OWI CbJ rrz~L VUZ 6/1\J/A 
Have you ever wondered why early models so(oRVAl/? CLv8 1'2-g-:. often leave the road backward o r why they 
spend so much time on their roofs? If so, 
perhaps you might be interested in what Jerry 
Titus had to say about: '-_ 

WHY DOESN'T THE CORVAIR Hk~OLE? 

by JERRY TITUS 	 Here, then, reprinted from "Foreign Cars Il 
lustrated and Auto Sports" is Jerry Titus: 

Chevrolet's otherwise admirable compact car can be treacherous in a corner. 
Here, for the first time, are the real reasons-plus a number of possible solutions 

WHY DOESN'T THE CORV AIR HANDLE? 

THE BALLOTS are in, and the vote is virtually unanimous. 
Automotive experts-wtih one or two unconvincing ex· 

ceptions-all agree that the Corvair is an "oversteer" vt:hi. 
de. Actually, the tenn is extremely kind, as under certain 
conditions the tail end "comes out" like a shot. 

Except for this one trait, the Corvair is a nrst·c1<lS5 and 
very likeable car. If it weren't, we'd write the whole thing 
off as a fumble and not bother to analyze one idiosyncracy. 
We still hesitate to take a manufacturer to task for the 
design of his product, but under the circufl'l.1,tances we feel 
that a discussion ot the Corvair's handling will be of defin
ite value to our readers. Further, in view of the prevalent 
rear-engine controversy, clarification of thiJ one peculiarity 
should prove enlightening. . 

The rather weird way in which the car "waggl!d its tail" 
-as described in last issue's test-set w to thinking. The 
test vehicle's overall balance was otherwise fine; there was 
no other indication that the wl!ight distribution between 
front and rear might be a problem. The tail moved outward 
only after a comer was entered at well above "nonnal" 
velocity. 

Our suspidoru were confirmed by ' a photo taken of a 
Corvair being pressed hard into a tum. The picture 
showed clearly that both tire roU·under and positive cam
ber of the "outside" rear wheel were excessive. Further, 
the b",dy was high above the wheel. 

From this evidence we derived a rather complicated 
theory. The next step was to procure another test car, set ' 
out to prove or disprove the hypothesis. :md if possible 
come up with a solution. It soon became apparent that the 
second car was even more of an oversteer vehicle than the 
fint had been. On this one, the tail-wagging occurred 
during cornering within the limits of nonnal velocity. We 
began adding important facts to our data. 

To insure the accuracy of our test, we selected a smooth, 
high-speed, high-adhesion corner, setting 55 mpJI as the 
velocity to be maintained through it. Thi.s proved ample to 
bring the tail out considerably. Our first run was made 
with only one person aboard, and with factory·recom
mended nre pressures. We had our hands full maintaining 
control. Instead of the tail .rtaying out, as you'd nonnally 
expect, it would grab a new bite as soon as we corre~ted, 
then repeat the pattern, so that three distinct corrections 
were required before the tum was negotiated. Thi! was not 
exilctlya happy sitwttionl . 

After making several of these runs to eliminate the pos
sibility thAt entering the comer · differently might yield 
better results we undertook ;\ series of attempts to cor
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reet the tlroblem. Before explaining the results of these. 
however, it wouid be best to clarify exactly what we had 
decided the problem was. 

The Corvair's suspension appears-at first-to be a fully 
independent design. In effect, though, it's actually a swing 
3xle. For our pu.rposes here, the latter design has two 
major characteristics. First, swing axle cambet- must change 
with axle movement_ Second, cent:riiugal forces acting 
upon the sprung mass mu.rt pasS through the same honzon
tal plane as that of the inner U-joint of the half-shaft_ 
Looking at the latter point conversely, cornering forces on 
the rear wheel have to exert themselves at this same pivot 
point. Further, with a swing axle, slight positive camber 1.5 
desirable to obtain maximum tire life, and. this feature 
Chevy hu included. 

None of this- is detrimental in itself. The hitch lies in 
the roU center. which appears to be only slightly above the 
inner axle centert.· M a matter of fact, almost aU of the 
vehicle's major weight rnasses-engine, transmission, differ
entiai, seats and gas tank-are located about the same dis
tance above the ground. With all this in mind, let's examine 
what seems to happen when the Corvair goes into a corner. 

As cent:rifugal loading builds up, slight tire roll-under 
is incurred by the rear wheel on the outside of the tum. In 
a more conventional car, some vertical weight-loading 
would take plac& simultaneowly, as the body and chassis 
started to lean or pivot. But this doesn't happen in the 
Corvair because of that low roll center-and positive wheel 
camber quickly induces more severe roll-under. 

Up to a certain point, the latter phenomenon gives the 
tire :J good bite, so that the car holds well at moderate 
velocities. As centrifugal loading increases. however, the 
roll·under becomes excessive and reduces the effective tire 
contact area until the rubber shears and the tail goes out 
all of a sudden. 

This tail effect would eventually happen to a "nonnal" 
liedan too, but by that time the chassis would have rolled 
weight onto the wheel, forcing jt to bite harder and make 
the break-away more gradual. 

Vv11y is this- vertical weight-loading missing from the 
softly sprung and "under·shocked" Corvairr For the an
swer, go back to where the tire roll-under is first incurred. 
The resistance forces are transferred back into the chassis 
at hub level, through transverse anm . in the same plane. 
As the roll-under increases, the distance from the axle 
center to the ground decreases and the anchor point of 
the arms moves abOUfJ the hub center. The axle and the 
anns become, in effect, a lever which prevents chassis·roU 



onto the suspension. What happens instead is quite the would be a de-cambering job. As this would lower the 
reverse: - with the weight mass concentrated on this inner 
pivot point, the chassis can move in only one direction
upwardl 

The resulu are far from kosher, since a rear·engined 
ear can be practical only if the design utiiiz.es the extra 
tail weight to hold the rear wheels on the ground. It must 
~ remembered. further. that under 'ide load the outside 
wheel b a..sruming more and· more of a. positive camber 
angle. One of the usual advantages of a swing axle is to 
promote MgatiofJ eambtlr under load and thus provide 
full tread contact on the ouuide wheel. The Corvair's 
geom,etry doesn't do this. 

In trying to prove or disprove our theory and at the 
same time find a solution to the problem, we followed the 
suggestion of a Chevy engineering representative and in· 
creased the front orb pressure from the nonnal 15 pounds 
to 26 pounds. This , we were told. wu supposed to im· 
prove handling, although the only way. it could do so 
would be by increasing the slip angle of the front to 
compensate for the wild one in the rear. It did help a 
little. mwng the break·away less violent, but it was fa r 
from a complete answer, 

After playing with the p'ressures of both front and rear 
lires, we started working on weights: adding passengers, 
moving them to d ifferent posilions, placing a 100·pound 
sack of sand in the front. Some things helped a little, 
others didn't. One experiment, and only one, netted any 
real improvement-increasing the weight in the rearl 
That's right, we took a car that already has 60S of its 
weight in the rear, added more there, and came up with 
an almost 40S increase in controllability through comers, 
We don't blame you for asking, "How comer' 

No, the weight in iuelf wasn't helping the cornering, 
But placing it over the outside rear wheel changed. the 
angle of the "swing axle" to one that was slightly uphill, 
running from the inner pivot out to the wheel hub. Cam. 
ber be-::ame just a htlir negative inste=.d of exce53ively pos i. 
tive. With this setup. lateral forces no longer iacked" the 
suspension, and tread contact was good , The result : ;l 
nnooth, fast, and controllable cornering effect. 

So. with the cause established, what. can be done in 
the way of correction? Several things. None of them will 
be as effective as would the adoption of a new design sim· 
Har to the low-pivot "swing axle" of the MercedeJ: 300SL 
roadster, but theyl1 all be a lot less expensive. 

Fint, installing high·strength, high·adhesion tires such 
as Michelin X on the rear wheels would improve tread 
bite with no other changes. More effective, however, 

rear and move more weight in that direction, the front 
should be lowered to match. Sure, tires would wear faster , 
but we'd rather have the improved handling. Wouldn't you? 

Finally, there's another way; extend the support ann' 
downward about an inch and a haU at the point where 
they bolt to the frame, This could be accomplished with 
blocks and longer mounting bolts, Since lowering the p iv
ots would also extend the springs, the latter would have 
to be shimmed almost an inch to bring the cha~.is back 
up to its originOl} level. Such a modillcation would lower 
the pivot pOint without affeedng the roll center, and 
would also produce a slight negative camber in the rear 
wheels, 

As a sidelight; let's consider another phase oE Corvair 
handling: in the wet. As might be imagined, the car over· 
steers On slick surfaces, But the effect isn't as violent as 

I . ' :" " 
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you'd exj?Ecr .utel· cornering on a dry surface. We didn~t 
have a chance to experiment el(tensively under wet condi· 
tions, but a slight redaction in rear tire pressure should 
make the car a good handler in the rain. Ag;lin , Michelin 
X tires would do much to make the rear end stick. • 

To sum it up. we think the Corvair is a tine little c:J.r 
;lnd wouldn't mind owning one personal1y. but we feel 
that correction of the oversteer tendency is essential if fa~t 
oornering is contemplated. It will be interesting to se~ 
what factory corrections are forthcoming. It's pos.rible som~ 
will appear on the units entered in the compact car race 
at Sebring. Keep your eye! on themI • 

• YOUIDII' c;.", n.LVrrL\.~ "''''0 "'VTO If'OIl'" 
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TREASURER"S REPORT 

Balanc~ January 1, 1985 ..... . .................. $469.23 

.' 

Income 
Dues ............................ 80.00 

Cor v airsation ads ............... 22.50 

Raffle tickets .................. 44.50 

Merchandise sales .. ... .......... 39.00 

Alum inum cans .................. . 16.79 


Total Income . .. .............. .. ......... $202.79 


Expenses 

Corvairsation ....... . ...... ... . 112.13 

Raffl~ / mechandise ......... . ...... 9.80 

New checks ............... ... .... 23.54 


Total Expens~s .......................... $145 . 47 


8alanc~ January 1, 1986 ............... . ........ $526 . 55 


Alan At'.AJood 

Jerry Bishop 

~. 

is wreckin ' ern out 
100 plUG Corvairs!!! 

JERRY BISHOP'S TOWING 

& SALVAGE 748-1444 

4260 E. ILLINOIS, 

TUCSON . ARIZONA 85714 



FUN STUFF SALES 

SPECIALIZING IN T RUCKS, SPORTS CARS 

RVS & MOTORCVCLES 

( 602) 293-6668 RICHARD & PEGGY 
631 E. PRINCE AUFMUTH 

TUCSON, AZ 85705 PROPRIETORS 

The Boys from Barney's 

2635 N . S tone Ave. !f 6 . Tucson 

(behind Bimsco Hardwar. ) 

C orv air Specialists 

6 22 -0478 

foreign & domestic cars too __~~~:::::=--::--

8 am - 5pm Man - Fri 
no appointment neceS5-i1 ry 

ENGINE RESEALING TUNE  UPS 

AIR CONDITIONI N G 
ENG I NES REBUILT 

• TOWING. 



TUCSON CORVAIR ASSOCIATION REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

.. THE TIME: 7 pm, the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month • 

.. THE PLACE: Piccadilly Cafeteria, '6767 E. Broadway, Tut:son 

Gather at 6130pm, eat at 7pm - You don't have to eat to attend. 

CORVAIRSATION EDITOR 
P.O. Box 50401 
Tucson, Arizona B5703 

COMING EVENTS 

Feb 22: Practice Judging Session for Phoenix Cont:ours Judges. 11 am 
Pima College-West Campus, southeast parking lot. Bring your 
cars. Picnic afterwar d s - BYOL!! 

Ma r 16: SSCC Slalom: Ft Huachuca - Call Chuck Kelley ~ 1-458-2685 

1st Saturday Rall y - 11'10 Reid Park Tennis Courts - SASCC 
Call Carl Broberg ~ 297- 3934 for details 


