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Jim’s Lakewood 

Mike Lake 

 On Saturday September 11th several club 

members met for breakfast at the KG's Westside 

Cafe so that we could get the fuel we needed for 

the day that lied ahead. About 8:40 am we made 

our way to Jim Mills’ house. Our objective for the 

day was to clean out the pack rat droppings in the 

engine, to get it running and repair a large oil leak 

on the right side.  

 We removed the carbs, linkage, top shroud and 

fuel pump. The mess from the pack rats was not as 

bad as expected and it was vacuumed up. While 

some of us worked on the top side, Pat decided to 

tackle the oil leak. Much to his, and I would guess 

all of our surprise, the valve cover on the passen-

ger side was missing. That was replaced along 

with new carbs bolted down, new fuel pump in-

stalled and plumbed, new rotor, cap and plug wires 

and fresh oil and filter. We ran a line to a gas can 

and lite it off. Success, it sat there and purred. It 

was like we had done this before.  

 Thank you to those who pitched in: Jan, Ron, 

Brad, Frank, and Pat. 
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Wheels and SPokes 
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3rd Tues of 

each month 

Monthly Meetings: Golden Corral, 

6865 N Thornydale, Tucson. Between 

Orange Grove and Ina. 6:00 pm. 

“Route 66” TRI-STATE: Marriot 

Pyramid Hotel, Albuquerque, New 

Mexico 
Oct 15-17 

Oct 22-24 

Great Western Fan Belt Toss & 

Swap Meet. Sunrise Park, 405 S 

Pavilion Way, Palm Springs, Cali-

fornia. 

TCA: Back in the Saddle 

Sat, Dec 11 

Annual TCA Christmas Party, 6-8:30p, 

Rusty’s Family Restaurant, 2075 W Grant 

Rd, Tucson 

Sat, Mar 26 

2022 

2022 Chevy Showdown, 9a-3p, Desert 

Diamond Casino, 1100 W Pima Mine 

Rd, Sahuarita, AZ. 

There has been a bit of a resurrection for the Tucson Cor-

vair Association. There has been a little bit of a transfu-

sion of new blood in the Club with several new active 

members joining the gang and some new enthusiasm 

flowing through our veins.  With folks getting back to 

semi-normal since the fervor of the Chinese virus has 

died down a little, there are activities to be had and par-

ticipation in car shows in our future . 

 

With this renewed life, the board of directors has made 

the decision the return our membership dues to the pre-

pandemic level of $25 starting in January 2022 and get 

the Club moving full speed ahead!! 

mailto:tucsoncorvairs@yahoo.com
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 A couple of years ago we picked 

up a ‘68 Monza 110/4 for a real rea-

sonable price thinking it would be 

an easy restoration job.  Little did 

we know that beauty is only skin 

deep. The body was fairly straight, 

the floorboards were very nicely 

repaired and all the parts and pieces 

came with the car. Actually, a pretty 

good deal. 

 When we completed the tear-

down we discovered some serious 

rust along the lower edge of the 

windshield. No a pretty sight! The 

pictures show the gruesome tale. 

 Years ago a steel replacement 

panel was purchased from Clark’s 

and had lain in storage unnoticed. It 

had a little surface rust but was still 

in perfect shape. Let the games be-

gin. 

With the windshield removed 

and the old panel removed the 

ugliness was all but unbeliev-

able. The entire lower edge of 

the windshield frame was 

gone. The dash was no longer 

attached ! 

Using the wind-

shield as a guide the  

replacement panel 

was tacked in place. 

Obviously, a few 

pieces had to be 

fabricated to fill in 

the gaps and the 

dash welded back in 

its proper location  

The end result was a nice solid windshield 

frame That will last another 50 years. 

Replacing the 
Lower Windshield 

Panel 
Van Pershing 
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 This was a rare 1969 Chevrolet option 

available under code V75. Around 2,600 

Chevrolets were ordered with this one-year 

only option. 

 A control on the instrument panel activated 

a pair of aerosol canisters mounted above the 

rear tires that contained a chemical compound 

labeled “Liquid Tire Chain Traction Im-

prover”. Inside the canisters was a space-age 

polymer ready to coat the rear tires and turn 

slip into grip. 

 Press the control button and presto! Evapo-

rating solvent left a traction-improving chemi-

cal compound on the tires that resulted 

in instant winter traction, even on ice. 

Whether or not the system worked in practice 

is a matter of historical debate. But Corvairs 

obviously didn’t need it and so it wasn’t of-

fered on them. 

 

Liquid Tire Chains 
borrowed from Lehigh Valley Corvair Club 

 

Tucson: the Old Days 
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 I’m sure most of you have seen 

the YouTube videos or heard of the 

Lakewood that was converted by 

Matt’s Off-Road Recovery into the 

ultimate rescue vehicle. Matt’s re-

covery business is based in Hurri-

cane, Utah and works areas in and 

about northern Arizona and southern 

The Ultimate 
Off-Road 
Recovery 
 Vehicle 

Utah and there are many videos on 

YouTube showing the team in action. 

Very entertaining to watch! 

 The Lakewood rides on a custom 

frame and is powered by an LS 5.3 

Chevy in the “trunk” hooked up to a 

Turbo 400 transmission. It uses a 

Dana 60 differential up front with a 

Dana 70 in the rear hooking up 38-inch 

tires all around. She weighs in at a mere 

5460 pounds.  

 Matt’s staple vehicle is a Jeep Cherokee 

XJ and does most of the recoveries. The 

Corvair is a much heavier duty vehicle and 

is called into action when the going really 

gets rough.                                                vp 
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