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All in the Family

Iy Chris Cunningham

e year was 1574, 1t was my birthday. [ was tuming sixtesn

and, come September, | was going to be o juniar in high school. T
b just passed my driver's test dowm at the hMotor Vehicle Division oo
Ind 54, in Tucson, My father checked me out in his [ 963 Olds
Dymamic 85, [ actually took the test in a 1967 Chevy Caprice Station
Wagan. It was my mother's car.

My finlks were getting pretty tired of having to give
me rides all over towm, Sa, they pooled their fands
and bought & ten year old Corvair
Miomza Coupe for me. My dad
helieved it would be a fin
car, [ wns scstatic; 4 B
however, Twas told
that I had 1o wark
it aut with my alder
brother, wha gets to
do most of the driving.

We both tpok & liking to

the nimble handling car right
awiy, and finsght over it most
af the time. He usually won.

Adier abaut six months of joint
learned n great deal about the car -
hovey to repuir it Ome day, o school
apprasched me and asked if 1 was
Corvair. He was driving a sporty 1964 Monza Canvertible. He said he
b recently lent it to his mother for the day and she experienced
engine iroable afier nenning it foo low on il

The asking price was in my ball park. | figured 1 could tackle it, and
redease my share of the coupe back to my brother, [ alse had my eve on
a real pice 1955 Chevy Momad that was parked ncross the sireet from
us. [t wns not being driven, but probably way out of my price mnge
too, My father convineed me the Corvair made betier sense.

My dad escoried me over to buy the Carvair, I remember him trying
o megatinte the price dowm. He apparently forgot that T had agresd on
a prics and was more than willing o pay the 3250 asked, 54ill, he had
i try, Ondy much later did [ find cat be paid cmby S400 for the coupe,
and it was a nnning, driving vehicle (most of the time), I think he
wanied o introduce me wy the finer points of used car negodiation.

Before long, even moy dad was driving bis own Corvair, a spiffy
1056 Manza Corvertible. He drove that ear for years in Tueson and
then in Kamses City anfil hesvy rust did it in. My dad had an ineredibly
keen eye for style in automobiles, and character to0, He had & passion
for pirplanes as well, and was a highly competent aviator, but that's
annther stary.

I hove ofien wondered though, why a spoiled kid like me dide geta
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290 5L for oy birthday in 1974, My father could have nfforded one,
Then agnin, maybe its good that [ dido's get & 12051 and my hrother
and | are better off because of it

ps I it wasn't for my father, | may not have gotien into Corvairs
when [ did. He was 8 big wheel, no doubt, He had p robast meerest in
all cars and for & short time, oemed o beautifall 1929 Rolls Royes
amang others.
There are
same other

" il

Chastain offered to come cover and assess the comdition of the
engine, | was compleiely amazed when he breathed lafe into the
damaged engine after adiusting the valves in our gravel drveway. 1
bancly knew Dion,

[hom was recently retired from & career os an aircmit mechamnic.
Don and Betty Chastain weed to live just north of El Con Mall and
had n carpent fill of Corvairs - nll paimted white. He even hnd fres-
snnding sngines hooked up fo run sitiog in his backyard, That was
cool!

Bamey Goodwin
owmed Barmey's Auto
Snﬂumﬁhm

2, Prior o that, %
Blm:y was the chief '
Corvair mechamic at
OReilly Chevroles
from | 960-1 5969,
O¥Reilly's was the
largest Chevy denler :
in the natico at the My 0 covverrible of @ pecent &
time, Barney had n b Ty dlisplaping Soves very
small crew of competent mechanics (fnatics) working thepe, My
brother Barmy cut bis teeth on the findementals of Corvairs under
Bamey, first sweeping the floors, then wrenching on cars.

Gordomn Cagble, the Corvair Consultant, was p regular ot Bamey's,
I bave & one inch thick bamdle of receipts for parts | acquired from
Crardon aver the years. Like Gordon, Frank McKennn also took the
Corvair restomtion parts business sericusly, Frank went on to set the

ennfimsed on pape 7
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Tucson Corvair Association
Established 1975

Corvalrsation is 8 monthly poblication of the Tucson
Corvair Association, which is dedicated to the preservation
of the Corvair mode]l of the Chevrolet Motor Division of
General Motors. The Tucson Corvair Association is a
chartered member of the Corvair Society of America
(CORSA) chapter B57.

Monthly Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of
cach month, cxcept Movember and December. One
technical/social event is planned for cach month, except July
and August.

Membership Dues are 515 for individuals and 318 for
families. Initial dwes are 319 for individvals and 522 for
familics (includes name tags). Make checks payable to

Change of Address: Report any changes of address or
phone mumber to the Membership Chairperson. Do not
repart such changes to the Corvairsation Editor,

CORSA Membership Dues arc 535 per vear (870 for 26
montha) and  inclede subseription to the CORSA
Communique, & moathly publication. CORSA membership
is not required for membership in the TCA, bt is highly
recommended. Sec any TCA officer for more information.

Classifled Ads are free to members and 53 per 4-ling ad to
nop-members, Deadling for materials submitted for
publication in the Corvairsation is the 10th of the month.

Business Mall Address: 1026 South Tth Avemse, Tucson,
AZ BITOI-3010.

Web Site Address: www.corvairs.ong

Kprimg 1975 Piciuned above and on the mailing panel aof thiz
isvue v probatdy the anly phoie showing the Cummimpham's
tagesher with their cars. FROM LEFT: Chris and his ‘64 Monza
coerverithie, Jack witk his ]88 Monza comvertible, mld'.ﬁ'm'_r
with the 64 coupe that he shared with Chrix in the secord half
of T804, The Santa Cataling Mo, con be seen in the backgrownad
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