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A German couple vacitioning in America bought a Chevrolet
Corvair to drive through these Southern states, but it broke down in
Bedford County on their way to the Jatk Daniel Distillery.

"The car gives me more headaches than the whiskey," said Dirk
Bensinger, 64, of Rosenheim, a town 40 miles southeast of Munich
and just four kilometers from the Autobahn, where he retired as a
Daimler Chrysler sales executive.

While stranded in Shelbvville, Bensinger and his wife Greta took
it all in stride. 1t was the fifth time the Corvair hroke down in 10
days, but they saw it as another opportunity to meet people and get
a unique view of America.

Tuesday evening, they took a walk around Shelbyville's public
square where Wayne Hitcheock, a local insurance agent, was doing

But what about us aitection tor the Corvar, descnned by
environmentalist and political gadfly Ralph Nader as "Unsafe at Any
Speed” in his book of that title decades ago?

"It wasn't as bad as tha." Bensinger replied about the allegation
that the independent rear suspension was prone ta rolling Corvairs
sideways in sharp tums,

"Ralph Nader also took after the Volkswagen. and Germans loved
the Beetle" since it was the "people's car” after World War 11, he
said. "It was a very solid car; not safe, but solid. You could replace
parts and get them for nearly nothing.”

Both the VW and the Corvair had rear engines and were rear-
wheel drive vehicles.

"The VW had a higher consumption than the Corvair,” Bensinger
said, also criticizing the size of the VW's front trunk and small
storage area behind the back seat.

His preference for backroads touring would appear to be an
extension of his career. Bensinger led "world-wide sales," he said.
His customers were tourists, the American, French and British
military, their soldiers individually, and civilians touring Germany.

Twao of Frank Sinatra's daughters bought Mercedes Benz cars from
Bensinger, including Nancy Sinatra, who may be best known for the
hit single "These Boots Are Made For Walking." In 1970, the sole of
one of her boots pushed the gas pedal in a 250 SL that cost about
£5.000.

At that price, the car's a bargain now, but all things being relative,
Bensinger notes that the currency exchange rate is now about $1.25
per euro.

"Three years ago, it was 85 cents for one euro.” a decline in the
dollar's spending value overseas, Bensinger said.
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