THEEﬂH

AEEDCIATIGH

W), coriaars. org

June 2007

GM Shows the Future by
Sharing Its Past at Amelia
Island Concours

o entochamnel com

AMELLA ISLAND, FL - March %, 2007: General Motors
brought four prized Corvair-based 1960s concept cars from the
GM Heritage Collection to the March %-11 Amelia Island
Concours d'Elegance for both historical and visionary
pUrpOSes.

While providing a reminder of American automotive history
for vintage car enthusiasts, these unique concepts alsoe offer a
glimpse of the fwmre by demonsirating the rich heritage of
innovation that continues to define the work of GM Design.

When Chevrolet introduced the Corvair in 1960, it launched
a vehicle decidedly different from its American competifors.

Featuring a rear-mounted, all-aluminum, air-cooled,
horizontally opposed G-cylinder engine, Corvair's design
offered great benefits: a low sithouetie, flat passenger
comparnment floor and, combined with 4-wheel independent
suspension, sipnificant improvements in ride quality, handling
amd braking balance.

That innorvative platform also gave designers the ideal
platform on which to build the four revolutionary Corvair
concept cars appearing at the 2007 Amelia [sland Concours;
the 1962 Corvair Super Spyder, the 1962-63 Corvair Monza
GT and 55 Concepts and the 1967 Corvair Astro L

The first of these Corvair-based concepts was the Super
Spvder. Buili on a shorened 1961 Corvair platfiorm, the Super
Spyder featured a 2-seat configoration, metal fonnesu cover
with inteprated headrest and thres chrome exhawst pipes
exiting behind each of the rear whesls. A supercharped engine
guaranteed performance to match its looks.

The final Corvair concept was Astro 1. With a design target
of lowr *'sero™ drag, the Asiro | combined a small frontal area,
lowr roofline and a *“tall” back to achieve ils acrodynamic
goals.

The centerpieces of the quantet of Corvair concepts are the
Monzs *pains"; the GT coupe and open-top 55
Similar in appearance, there were significant mechanical
differences between the two concepis.

For the Monza GT coupe, the standard Corvair engine
placement was rotated 180°, putting the engine ahead of the
iransaxle, creating a true mid-engine car. Riding on a 92-inch
wheelbase the (3T was track-ready and had more than a
paszing resemblance to the yet—to-be inroduced Porsche 904

Corvazrsatzon

Letting the Good Times Holl since 1975

Volume 31, Number 13

FAce Car.
In the case of the 55, the engine was lefl in its stock location
behind the transaxle, allowing & shorier (R8-inch) wheelbase,
Both the Monzs GT and the S5 feature magnesium-alloy
wheels, &-wheel dize brakes and fixed sesis with adjusiable
pedals, features that would not fnd their way to production cars
for years,

1962 CORVAIR SUPER S5PYDER COMNCEPT
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Wilty it8 low-cul windahedd ang door giess, fha Supar Spyder doeanT
provige much Dig profecan,

O boan from the General Motoss Heritage Collection, these
Four Corvair concept cars provided a vision of the futuse 1o
efithusizsis in the 1960s, Today, they serve as inspiration fos
new designs that will define the future for ioday's enthusiasts,

The Corvair cotcepls represent just four of the more than 700
vihicles found in the GM Hentage Collection of historically
significant vehicles that date back w the early 1900z,

18632 PININFARINA CORVAIR

Although bullt in éaly by Pirinfanna, this Corvair was styled by
Amencen Tom Tlasrda. Tirards alse siyded the mid-angined Oe
Tormaso Panters, fha Ford Flesta, the Kommann Ghip 1500, Flat's 124
Spider, and many athers. No stmnger fo automabie design, Tom's
fatfar sfdod fha 1538 Linooin Zaphyr



Tucson Corvair Association
Established 1975

Corvairsation is 8 monthly publication of the Tucson
Corvair Association, which is dedicated to the preservation
of the Corvair model of the Chevrolet Motor Division of
General Motors. The Tucson Corvair Association is a
chartered member of the Corvair Society of America
(CORSA) chapter B57.

Monthly Meetings arc held on the fourth Wednesday of
cach month, except MNovember and December. Omne
technical/social event is planned for each month, cxcept July
and August.

Membership Duoes are $15 for individuals and S18 for
families. Initial dues are 519 for individuals and $22 for
families (includes name tapgs). Make checks payable to
Tucson Corvair Association.

Change of Address: Report any changes of address or
phone number o the Membership Chairperson. Do not
repart such changes to the Corvairsation Editor.

CORSA Membership Dues are 535 per year (370 for 26
maonths) and include subscription two the CORSA
Commumigque, a monthly publication. CORSA membership
is not required for membership in the TCA, but is highly
recommended. Sec any TCA officer for more information.

Classified Ads arc free to members and 53 per 4-ling ad to

non-members. Deadline  for materials submitted for
publication in the Corvairsation is the 10th of the month.

Business Madl Address: 1026 South Tih Asvenwe, Tueson,
AZ BSTDL-3000.

Web Site Address: worw.corvairs.ong

ABOWE: John Youmg popr the deck [fd an his most recemt
resioration, @ 968 coupe. Acguired from former T0A memiber
Larry Stallsmith, the car - expecially the power plant - intrigued the
enger mechanicr of Sears Pork Mall, RIGHT: Bill ard Lywn rejoice
after fuicy burgers o Sonic Drive Inona recent Crnise Night in
Tucxom,
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