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After attending literally dozens of Corvair events
during the last 30 years, I have come to the conclusion
that five of the ten production year models have been
largely ignored by collectors. Those years being 1961,
1962, 1963, 1967, and 1968.

The 1960 models are of interest (and thus desirable)
not due to any particular virtues but simply because
they were the first of the marque. The only memorable
features of the 1961 models were the hand-operated
carburetor choke system (not successful enough to be
carried over in following models) and the convex shape
of the front body panel instead of the concave form of
the 1960 models - a significant improvement in my
opinion. 1961 lineup also introduced the Forward
Control models.

Lack of a higher level of interest in the 1962 models is
more difficult to understand. This vear marked a
number of "first" and "only" and a "largest" and "least"
category. It marked the first year of the convertible and
the turbo-charged engine and the only year of
production of the Monza station wagon and the
Loadside truck. The Loadside was the least produced
model of all Corvairs at just 369 units, yet, the 1962
Monza coupe was the most produced at 151,738 units.

What can be said of the 1963 models? Basically, they
showed only minor changes. The 1964 models saw the
introduction of the 164 cubic-inch engine and the
transverse rear spring. Of course, this engine continued
through the remainder of Corvair production, but the
spring had no place in the coming redesign of the
suspension system. Many Corvair enthusiasts,
including the writer, consider the 1964 the best model
of all.

The introduction of the 1965 models showed a
complete redesign of the body and suspension system

and was widely acclaimed for its styling and handling
improvements over previous year models.

The 1966 models saw refinement of the 1965 version,
are highly sought after, and considered by many as the
best of all.

When did you last see a 1967 or a 1968 model at a
Corvair event? Or, when did you last see one period?
1967 marked the last year of the four-door sedan and
introduced safety features such as lane change-signaling
tumn signals, hazard flashers, collapsible steering
columns, dished steering wheels, and the end of the
three-bar spinners on the optional wire wheel covers.
Apparently, those features did not translate into
"desirability."

The 1968s showed minor changes from the previous
year. The 1969 models are desirable due to being the
last of the marque and the low production numbers:
total production of 6000 including only 521
convertibles, possibly the most songht after of all
Corvairs. Now, don't you want to charge out and find a
pristine Monza convertible or fully optioned 1967
Monza Sport Sedan?




























